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3 July 2019 

Dear Bruce, 
 
Publication of progress updates on the Review of Intergovernmental Relations 
and Common Frameworks 
 
I am writing to draw your attention to some recent developments in the ongoing work with 
the devolved administrations on the review of intergovernmental relations and the 
development of common frameworks. As you know, both workstreams are key parts of 
our joint work to help prepare for EU Exit and beyond.  
 
I have been clear that the UK Government is committed to transparency and an ongoing 
discussion about how best to ensure these important pieces of work receive proper 
scrutiny in Parliament and the devolved legislatures. To facilitate this, the Government 
has published the following documents, which were endorsed by DA counterparts at the 
most recent meeting of the Joint Ministerial Committee (EU Negotiations).  
 
These include a set of draft revised principles on intergovernmental relations, which 
describe initial conclusions from the review of intergovernmental relations and 
demonstrates the significant progress made by officials from all four administrations. In 
addition, there are also three documents relating to the development of common 
frameworks: a progress update, a diagram outlining key delivery phases and a copy of 
an outline framework relating to Hazardous Waste Substances Planning. These are 
intended to provide you with an overview of recent progress and an outline of the next 
steps that are needed to progress the formation of the frameworks. The framework outline 
covering Hazardous Substances illustrates the intended structure and content of a 
framework including relevant background policy issues and agreed future working 
arrangements. 
  
The publication of these documents is in addition to the regular updates on IGR activity 
and statutory reports on common frameworks that we remain committed to providing.  



I hope they will assist your Committee to actively engage with and provide the scrutiny 
that will help strengthen the overall development of IGR and common frameworks. 
  
I look forward to maintaining and continuing our dialogue on these issues and would 
welcome your views on any aspect of these publications. 
 
 

Yours, 

 
Rt Hon David Lidington CBE MP 

 


